Results of the 2009
CQ WW VHF Contest

BY JOHN LINDHOLM,* W1XX

always sits on the edge of a precipice of poor conditions.

For many, if not most participants, the 2009 contest fell
over the edge. What's a reporter to do when the contest he's
reviewing was not up to par by most standards? For openers,
he can focus on a few brief gems of brightness such as: “It was
a fun contest even though it got off to a slow start on dead bands.
But 6 meters opened up on Sunday, adding to the excitement.”
.. K4RW. Or: “My first VHF contest in 45 years of hamming.
What a thrill to work NP4A in Puerto Rico on Sunday morning.”
. K8EG.CQ VHF Contest stalwart, KG6IYN, can offer a U.S.
West Coast positive outlook with: “Conditions this year from Mt.
Los Pinos in east San Diego county were much like 2007 with
short band openings on 6 meters to the Pacific Northwest and
then on Sunday a relatively long run to Texas, Louisiana, and
the Gulf region. This was followed by Qs with several rovers
heading north into northern California and a rover duo heading
back home to California from Las Vegas through several grid
squares otherwise dead.”

Perhaps the DX can offer some solace as well: “Some single-
hop DX on 6 meters was welcomed.” . . . GOLGS. Or: “My best
new grid square was ZCA4LI, country #77" . . . SMBWET.
Meanwhile, GWSZRE took advantage of the simultaneous
RSGB backpackers contest in the U.K. Also combining activi-
ties were HA4BF, HA5CQZ, HA6VV, HA7UL, and OE1CWA,
who took advantage of the Summits On The Air (SOTA) pro-
gram to work the contest. More bright spots are highlighted in
the “Scatter’ comments. Thus, all things considered, it was far
from a dreadful contest.

Atwo-band VHF contest such as the CQ WW VHF Contest
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For a listing of the ops and grids activated by the rover stations in
the 2009 contest, plus the operators of the multi stations, go to
<www.cg-amateur-radio.com>, to the Contests section, to “Expanded
Results of the 2009 CQ WW VHF Contest.”

As faithful followers of the CQ VHF WW Contest know, these
results usually focus on the inane ramblings of the Contest
Quahogs of Rhode Island (CQRI). They are a crotchety bunch.
At the fall meeting at the local Grange hall, CQRI dismissed the
usual aftermath discussion of the contest with a motion to table,
which passed unanimously (with one abstention by the Old
Timer). It was a sad commentary on the 2009 contest as per-
ceived in Quahog-city. The saddest partis it leaves this reporter
with no thread on which to proceed with this commentary.

The only solution to this predicament seems to be to resort to
a deus ex machina—a sort of “Wag The Dog"—to redirect
attention to an important contest subject, namely recruitment.
So here goes.

Recruitment

To date, VHF contests have not attracted the same kind of num-
bers as do the CQ WW DX or ARRL Sweepstakes contests.
There are significant numbers on HF. Not so on VHF, and even
less so on UHF. The bottom of the sunspot cycle has seen record
numbers of participants in HF contests. Even a solar flare will
not wipe out an HF contest entirely. On VHF, lack of E-skip on
6 meters or tropo on 2 meters does have a significant effect on
participation. What is the solution? Simple: more numbers. A
greater number of stations active on VHF essentially can make
their own conditions. This is more easily said than done, butlet's
explore a few ideas to increase our numbers.

The CQ WW VHF Contest has become very popular in the Ukraine. This large group of UT hams gathered in Donetsk City on
June 13, prior to the 2009 contest, to receive their 2008 certificates and plan for the 2009 contest. CQ VHF Contest activity is
spearheaded by coordinator Yuri Yakovenko, UT1IC.
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